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Another great day at the Dairy Show “ 
” 

Youngstock Advice:  

Calf Scour: what’s the best way to manage it? 

In a recent youngstock benchmarking meeting one 

of the biggest questions that came up was; “what is 

the best protocol for treating scouring calves?” I 

spoke to Oliver about this and these are his top tips 

for managing calf scour.  

 Do not stop feeding milk 

 Add in two additional feeds of 2L rehydration 

therapy (e.g. LifeAid Extra, Rehydion, Effydral) a 

day 

 Separate rehydration therapy by 2 hours from 

milk feeding 

 If the calf will not take the rehydration therapy 

from a teat then tube it 

 Continue for 3 days – if no improvement contact 

the practice and speak to a vet 

 If the calf becomes unwell – dull, off feed, high 

temperature consider the use of pain relief and 

antibiotics – discuss with your vet 

 

Calf disbudding: should we be using pain     

relief? 

When it comes to animal welfare it is important that 

all animals have freedom from pain. We know from 

experience that giving calves pain relief for disease 

and husbandry procedures such as disbudding and 

castration helps to reduce stress, makes them more 

comfortable and speeds up recovery time.  

Disbudding causes acute pain at the time and    

chronic pain after the procedure has been done. To 

combat the acute pain local anaesthetic is used    

during disbudding, however chronic pain will still be 

an issue once the local anaesthetic has warn off. 

This is where pain relief through the use of          

non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs, such as   

Metacam are necessary to reduce the chronic pain 

that is associated with disbudding.   

Below we have our top tips for stress free and pain 

free disbudding: 

 Restrain the calf and check for buds 

 Give the calf pain relief  

 Administer the local anaesthetic 

 Heat up your burner  

 Check that the local anaesthetic has worked and 

then remove the horn bud  

 Spray with an antibiotic spray 

 

If you have any worries about disbudding calves 

please contact the practice and we can provide you 

with advice. We also run a stress free calf disbudding 

service, contact the practice if you think this might 

be of interest to you. 

 

    Hannah Olsen 

We hope you had a great day 
at the Dairy Show and had the 
chance to join us for some 
hospitality and chat about all 
things dairy.  
We celebrated the success of 
some client farms in the key 
areas of fertility, lameness, 
youngstock, mastitis and      
infectious disease – and hope 
you took the chance to vote 
for your favourite.  
There  i s  some g rea t           
performance among our farm 

clients and this is a result of 
hard work and attention to   
detail and we believe the    
support and advice we give 
contributes to this high        
performance. 
We keep looking for new ways 
we can help.  
We are introducing new short 
format practical training     
sessions this winter – lunch 
and learn; we are developing a 
mastitis bact’y service to      
improve mastitis treatments 

and reduce antibiotic use; and 
have new vets with new skills 
– meet Rob Powell to hear the 
Kiwi perspective – as well as 
older ones with experience 
(and some grey hair to prove 
it!). 
We think this mix of ideas and 
experience ensures with    
Shepton Vets you keep your 
business ‘in the best hands’.  

Shepton Veterinary Group Ltd 

Allyn Saxon Drive 

Shepton Mallet 

Somerset  

BA4 5QH 
 

Tel: 01749 341 761 

Email: large.animal@sheptonvets.com 

www.sheptonvets.com  

 

 

 

 

Office opening hours 

Monday – Friday: 8am—5.30pm  

 

Emergency Service 

We provide a 24 hour emergency service.  

If you need assistance out of our normal working 

hours, please telephone 

01749 341 761  

 

 

Directors Focus 

 

If you would like to receive your farm account and this           
newsletter by email please advise the farm office.  

Finalists for our Farm of the Year  



The team got their aprons on last 
week and baked some amazing  
cakes for the  Macmillan World’s   
Biggest Coffee morning. 
 

As you know the whole practice is   
rather partial to a nice slice         
(or two) of cake. 

No one could resist the delights of 
apple turnover’s, lemon drizzle,    

coffee and walnut cake—to name 
just a few.    
 

We raised £111 to support        
Macmillan in the fantastic work 
they do.  
 

Huge thanks to everyone who 
baked and all those that supported 
this great cause.  

Community 
Focus 

Team Shepton: Hannah Olsen 

Farmer Focus: Lameness 

 I have been at the practice for a little over a year now and things 

are still going strong. The job has grown considerably since I    

started and it is keeping me constantly busy which is great! 

I have also been pretty busy outside of work. Recently I went on 

rugby tour to Dublin to watch some of the women’s rugby world 

cup and play in a tournament, which as you can imagine was great 

fun and quite messy! This year’s season is just starting up again 

now and we are hoping for a great season and not too many     

broken bones!  

Over the past few years there has been an increasing 

awareness of lameness, especially how it can impact 

on cow welfare, productivity, fertility and longevity. 

Despite this there have been few improvements in its 

incidence and the UK average herd incidence is still 

running at 25%.  

As many of you will be aware some of the            

supermarkets have started to take a keen interest in 

lameness on dairy farms. This is an added dimension 

that farmers need to be working on, with some     

supermarket contracts now asking for herds to be 

mobility scored at least twice a year. We can help you 

monitor and reduce lameness through our mobility 

scoring and foot trimming services.   

There is a common theme on the farms where we see 

constantly low incidence of lameness. The key to this 

seems to be consistency in foot bathing and foot    

trimming. I approached one of our farmers who has a 

lameness incidence consistently under 10%. I asked 

him about his lameness prevention routines and what 

he thinks are the most important part of lameness 

prevention.  

Q: What is your foot bathing regime? 

A: We footbath the milking cows five days a week in 

the afternoons. Four days a week they are bathed 

through Provita Hoofsure Endurance and once a week 

through formalin. The footbath is cleaned out daily 

after all of the cows have been through it. The dry 

cows are run through the footbath once a week.  

Q: What is your foot trimming regime? 

A: All four feet are trimmed in house by myself about 

a month before drying off to keep ahead and to give 

any lameness problems the chance to recover. They 

then have their back feet trimmed 30-60 days after 

calving by an outside contractor. 

Q: What do you think the most important thing 

is to keep lameness low? 

A: Persistence, you just have to keep on top of it and 

keeping going or all of the hard work goes to pot. It 

is important that all of the routine trims are done and 

any cows that need their feet picking up in between 

trims are done. It is an endless task, but if you don’t 

trim lameness can get out of hand quickly. 

Q: Do you think mobility scoring helps to keep 

your lameness low. 

A: Having to mobility score is an encouragement to 

keep going with the hard work and makes you want 

to see it lower each time it is done. When I started 

working at the farm six years ago the lameness      

incidence was about 30% and in the time I have been 

here it has dropped to consistently below 10%. The 

reduction doesn’t happen overnight but consistency 

helps you see the gains.  

Q: Do you think that it is good that the          

supermarkets are taking an interest in        

lameness? 

A: Yes it is a good thing. It is an incentive to keep 

working on it and not let things slip. It is something 

that if you are doing well it doesn’t bother you, but it 

does keep you on your toes. It is good for them as 

they can say that their farms are of a good standard.  

           Hannah Olsen 

We are introducing a new Mastitis 

Bact’y service to enable you to: 

 Reduce antibiotic use 

 Save money 

 Put more milk in the tank 

Mild to moderate cases of mastitis 

which are caused by Gram Negative 

(G -) bacteria will cure themselves 

without the need for antibiotic 

treatment.  

We can now offer rapid bacteriology 

to identify whether a case of     

mastitis has been caused by a     

G— or G + infection. 

If you are interested in finding out 

more about this service please    

contact the practice or speak to 

Charlie to discuss whether this   

service is suitable for your farm.  

“ 

” 

 World’s Biggest Coffee Morning 

   
Foot Trimming Course 

  8th & 9th November 
 

Daisy Club Meeting 
30th November 

 
DIY AI Course 

14th –17th November 
 

Johne’s Control 
6th December 

 
Smallholder Christmas Quiz 

6th December 
 

Christmas Social & Quiz Night 
4th December 

 
Lambing Workshop 

17th January 2018 
 

For full details or to book your 
space, please speak to Tom in the 
office. 

New ‘Lunch & Learn’ 

Training Sessions 

At the Dairy Show, we launched our new bite size ‘ Lunch and Learn’ 
training sessions. 
 

These training sessions will be held on farm and will provide you with 
practical skills and knowledge that can be implemented back on your 
farm.  
 

Forthcoming Topics: 
 
 Johne’s Control 
 Medicines & Common Treatments 
 Calf Health 
 Selective Dry Cow Treatment 
 
Each session will cost £45 + vat per person to include lunch. There will 
be limited space on each topic to allow for in-depth discussion. 
 
For full details or to book, speak to Tom in the Farm office.   

Events & Tra ining 

Calendar   

New Mastitis Bact’y 
 Service 


